
 
 

FORTH AND TAY BRANCH 
 

 
4th Meeting & 1st Annual General Meeting 2017 

 
McDiarmid Park Perth 

at 7.30 pm Thursday 6 April 2017 
 

Sederunt:  
A Fowler (chair) S Brown, M Campbell, A Cathro, B Christie, N Helps, C King  
T Mellon, G McGhee,  G Neville, A Pepper, W Reiche, E Stobie, P 
Szawlowski, A Wakehaim, 
 
Apologies:   
   
1. Welcome 
Sandy welcomed everyone to the 1st Annual General Meeting of the Forth and 
Tay Branch. He reminded the members of the emergency and administrative 
arrangements and asked that all present ensure they sign the Sederunt.  
 
2. Apologies A number of apologies were received. 
 
3. Minutes of the Meeting on the 4 February 2016 
 
The Minutes were accepted as a true record of that meeting. 
 
Proposed: M Campbell                  Seconded:  S Brown 
 
4. Treasurers Report   
 
Sandy invited Adrian Pepper to present the treasurers report to the group 
 
Forth and Tay became a Branch mid-year, so there was no report available 
for the full year. The Forth and Tay bank account became available on 
17/11/16 and opened with a generous £4,000 deposit from IOSH. This was 
not based on any budget for the banch. To the end of the year the total spend 
was £2,070 including £250 on Meetings, £540 on Committee Meetings, £900 
on new Equipment and £380 on Miscellaneous Costs, leaving £1,955.01 in 
the bank account. 
The branch budget for 2017/2018 budget was proposed as £6,408.  One item 
was removed by IOSH relating to the IOSH Conference, with funding to be 
arranged for this closer to the event, therefore, our Branch will receive an 
approved budget of £3,908 for 2017/2018. 
No questions were asked of the Treasurer at the end of his Report. 
 
 
 



5. Chairpersons report for 2016/17 
 

The highlight of this year has been our transformation to becoming Fourth and 
Tay Branch from previously a district of the Edinburgh Branch. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank everyone involved in this process. 
The transition to a Branch has not been without its trials and tribulations 
however I am confident that with the support of the committee and our branch 
members we will continue to grow from strength to strength. 
Current Membership 288 
Chartered Status. 
The following Branch members have achieved chartered status: 

 Christopher Maley 

 Clare Casciani  

 Paul Edgar 

 Jasmin Moroney 

Congratulations to them all.  
 
 February AGM 2016 
It was a great pleasure to have as our principal speaker Karen McDonnell. 
Karen was the IOSH president at the time and she shared with us her vision 
of being an effective member of IOSH, including how we engage, influence 
and promote the institution as a professional organisation and how we 
constantly strive to improve ourselves both individually and as an Institution. 
 
September 2016  
This was our inaugural meeting as a branch. The meeting was very well 
attended and a number of committee members from other branches came to 
celebrate with us. Karen was once again in attendance and marked the 
occasion by cutting a cake kindly baked by Isobel Smith. 

We also had a talk from Jonathan Guy, a highly experienced court practitioner 
and a key member of the commercial litigation team of Anderson Strathern. 

Jonathan discussed a number of cases relating to appeals of notices served 
on companies by HSE inspectors. He discussed the HSE versus Chevron 
case and various others 
 
November 2016 
Unfortunately this was a very poorly attended meeting possibly due to the lack 
of information that was on the IOSH web site which was intended to publicise 
our event/meetings. 

Stan Brown spoke about his visit to the IOSH Conference and Andy Cathro 
provided the group with a summary of our recent visit to the Networks 
Conference. 

We then had two principal speakers, Alasdair Meldrum from Albion 
Environmental Ltd and Kris Greg from Binn Group 

Alastair informed the group about SWITCH (Scottish Waste Industry Training 
Competency Health & Safety) and of its two key aims, supporting continual 
improvement in health and safety and raising competence by creating 
opportunities for learning and workforce development. 



Kris Greg from the Binn Group spoke of the methods he used to improve the 
health and safety of his 140 employees within the SWITCH framework. 

February 2017 
Adrian Pepper spoke about his visit to the IOSH 2016 Conference and in 
particular a number of presentation that he found particularly interesting and 
informative. 

We then had three principal speakers on the subject of Silica Dust as part of 
the IOSH “No time to lose campaign”.  

Malcolm McIntyre. IOSH Chartered Fellow and Chairman of the new 
Ascension Countries working group discussed his positive experiences in 
promoting the no time to lose campaign to various countries and showed a 
film on the cross industry approach to controlling dust. 

Dougie Collin, Divisional director for Iqarus Environmental Sciences and a 
member of British Occupational Hygienist Society discussed his work as an 
Occupational Hygienist particularly the need for workers to understand the 
risks to health by delivering this message to workers in a language they could 
understand rather than using technical data. 

Mark Ashby HSE, reiterated a number of points from the previous speakers 
and talked about the “Helping Great Britain Work Well” strategy and the 
businesses in which workers are most at risk.  

 

The Forth and Tay Branch had representation at the following events 

 IOSH West of Scotland Awards, April 2016 

 Site visit to Queensferry Crossing, June 2016 

 IOSH Conference June 2016 

 IOSH Networks Chair Conference, June 2016 

 IOSH Networks Conference, November 2016 

 Presidents Lunch, November 2016 

 Edinburgh Chamber Business Awards February 2017 

 HSE SPLASH Launch February 2017 

 4 meetings at IOSH Scotland 16/17 

 
6. Election of members to the Branch committee for 2017  
 
Those who had expressed interest are: 

Alexander Fowler, Stan Brown, Marion Campbell, Mark Campbell, Andrew 
Cathro, G McGhee, Tom Mellon, Adrian Pepper, Mark Taylor. 

There were no objections 

7. Election of Principal Branch Officers for 2017 

 
Chair     Alexander Fowler 
Vice Chair    Stan Brown 



Treasurer    Adrian Pepper 
Secretary    Andy Cathro 
Communications Coordinator Marion Campbell 
Events Coordinator   Mark Taylor 
  
There were no objections 
Sandy thanked Isobel Smith and Allan Thomson for their contribution to the 
committee  

8. Any Other Business 

Tom Mellon asked if those in attendance had received the e-mail form IOSH 
regarding their registered Branch. All had received. 
Andy Cathro informed the group that the site visit date to the V & A Dundee 
had changed to Friday 2 June 2017. Details are on the web site. 
 
9. Safety Café and Networking 
 
Andy Cathro and Tom Mellon chaired two groups and discussed various 
issues around the topics of Leadership and Behavioural Change. A lively 
discussion ensued and after approximately 30 minutes each group fed back 
on the relevant topic and gave real life examples on Good and bad leadership 
and behaviour. 
 
10. Date of next meeting 
 
Thursday 7 September 2017 at 7.30pm. The topic with be Legal update. 
 


